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Unpaid Meal Charges
Policy: Administrative Procedure EF-AP(1): FOOD SERVICE MANAGEMENT - (Meal Charges)

Students
1. A student may not accumulate more than $35 in unpaid meal charges.
2. A student with money in hand will not be denied a meal even if the student has past due charges.
3. Students will not be identified, singled out, shamed or punished by the district for the failure of their

parents/guardians to pay for or provide meals, and the district will not withhold student records in
violation of law.

Alternative Meals
If the district's meal service line is designed to collect payment prior to students receiving food, a student who
has accumulated $35 in unpaid meal charges and is still unable to pay for meals may be provided an alternative
meal. Alternative meals will be on the regular serving line and will be available to all students as an alternative
to the regular meal. If a student has been provided a regular meal, that meal will not be taken away from the
student even if the student should have been provided an alternative meal due to unpaid meal charges.

Interventions
After a student accumulates $17.50 in unpaid meal charges, the district will encourage the parents/guardians to
submit an application for free and reduced-price meals if an application has not been recently submitted, and the
student will be referred to a counselor for intervention. The counselor will:

1. Meet with the student to assess to the extent possible whether the student or the student's family is
experiencing hardships, barriers or other circumstances with which the counselor could assist.

2. Make repeated attempts to contact the parents/guardians to notify them of the lunch charges, discuss the
situation and any other concerns the counselor may have after meeting with the student, and resolve the
situation.

3. Encourage the parents/guardians to submit the free and reduced-price meals application and inquire
about any assistance that might be needed to complete the application.




